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across the river through the drifting icebergs. On the other
side of the Delaware the men formed up into two columns,
the vanguard led by Sullivan. Presently word was brought
1 to Washington that the muskets of Sullivan's men had got
wet and would not fire.

* Tell your General,' said Washington, ' to use the bayonet,
for the town must be taken/

So they pressed on rapidly to the little town of Trenton,
where 1,200 German soldiers, unconscious of an approaching
enemy, had been carousing late after jovial Christmas feasts
and revels. They were aroused from heavy slumber by the
sound of cheering. Colonel Rahl, their commandant, rushed
out of bed half dressed, and the drums of the garrison beat out
the alarm, calling the men to arms. Surprised though they
were, they made a desperate defence, but Washington had
surrounded them, and held every road by which they could
retreat The game was up, and after thirty German soldiers
had been killed, 918, with all cannon and munitions of war,
surrendered unconditionally. Two hundred only escaped in
the confusion of the capture, and Washington, with a loss of
two killed and six wounded, bad achieved one of the most
gallant feats in the history of the war.

Cornwallis and Howe, although amazed by a retirement
which could gain victories out of defeat itself, pressed forward
with their large army, eager to get to close quarters with
Washington's main body, and to gain possession of Phila-
delphia before it could be held by the retreating army. They
came up with Washington at the river Brandywine, where
he awaited them with the determination to make a stand and
risk a battle Owing to faulty information of his enemies'
movements, and the bad generalship of one of his Brigadiers,
Washington was badly beaten, and lost nearly 2,000 men.
Nevertheless, in spite of this disaster the great General drew
off his .broken army in good order, and showed such a fighting
front that Cornwallis and Howe found it prudent to fall back
on Philadelphia and throw up defences round that city. Once